15/04810/FUL- Herman Miller UK Locksbrook Road Newbridge Bath 
Change of use from furniture production (Use Class B2) to an academic space comprising technical workshops, studio space, teaching space and office accommodation (Use Class D1).
Support:  The Trust welcomes this well-justified application which seeks to develop the next exciting and creative phase of use for this important 20th century factory building. The application would bring direct employment to the site, assist start-up SME’s and house cutting edge industrial processes.  We note that no offers have been made for the site for industrial use and that in any case the site is zoned light industrial (i,e warehousing) which is low density employment.  We feel such a change of use is highly appropriate both in the context of the proposed users (a distinguished art and design faculty) and in relation to the original cutting edge design of the factory that was explicitly multi-functional space made to be conversion flexible to the needs of users. This use would ensure the future occupation and maintenance of the listed building and would potentially both enhance and better reveal the heritage asset. The Trust strongly supports the principle of change of use from B2 to D1 - this use will bring employment and the nature of the workshops and studio spaces would harmonise with the industrial character of the location. As yet no detailed design proposals relating to the fabric of the building are presented therefore we reserve judgement on the associated alterations to the building until the submission of a listed building application which should be considered in parallel to this planning application.  
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