13/04218/LBA & 13/04234/EFUL - Car Park, Sawclose Car Park, City Centre, Bath

Alterations to Gala Bingo Club comprising: demolition of north and east extensions; removal of internal balcony/gallery, paybox, toilets and platform lift; internal structural alterations including construction of new concrete floors at first floor level supported on new columns; associated works. Alterations to the Market comprising: removal of rear walls, lobby, bar and canopy, partition walls and staircases; structural alterations including new walls, timber floors at first and second floor, stairs and lift; fire protection works; associated works. Alterations to Bluecoat House boundary walls comprising; substantial removal of west and east walls, removal of north wall.

COMMENT on revised drawings
Bath Preservation Trust recognises that the revised drawings seek to respond to concerns raised at Development Control Committee. Our comment on the first iteration of these proposals largely supported the principle of adopting a contemporary approach and centred on points of detail of that approach; it did not seek to discourage the contemporary approach and it is felt that this design has moved toward a more unresponsive idiom and is neither truly contemporary or a replica of Georgian architecture.
It is felt that this issue has arisen because Bath has not decided how it wishes to talk to itself architecturally which has resulted in contemporary schemes of middling architectural quality across the city. It would be a great shame if this scheme was encouraged to follow the same route. This area of the city requires a less bland design than proposed; not enough consideration having been given to how this building will interact with, and draw together, the group of eclectic buildings of Saw Close covering four centuries in what should be a vibrant quarter of Bath.
Whilst we raised concerns about the treatment of glazing on the principle Saw Close facade, this was due to needing more detail on the impact of light spill from these areas, not because the fenestration pattern was felt to be inappropriate. The ‘georgianification’ of the fenestration of the new design will not work without the appropriate detailing and proportions. The pseudo cornices and string courses undermine the very principle of cornices and string courses and which results in a cynical aesthetic. Detailing like will turn this scheme from contemporary to pastiche. This impression is further reinforced by the contrast between the ‘Georgian’ front facade and the treatment of the Bridewell Lane elevation and other parts in a cleaner modern idiom. Furthermore, the reference to the polite townhouse architecture of other areas of the conservation area is thought to be inappropriate in this location. The character of Saw Close could accommodate a less rational approach to glazing due to the mixed age and character of the buildings surrounding it. The elevational treatment does not reflect the proposed use of the buildings and in particular has no architectural connection to the facades of the theatre or the Bluecoat School. Again there needs to be absolute clarity about the treatment of the window and balcony reveals and their relationship with the ashlar façade, and about the way in which the ashlar treatment would be applied (ie block built or ‘Southgate’).
We welcome the change of materials on the ground floor of Bridewell Lane from the Welsh blue pennant stone to Portland stone ashlar as this will provide a more comfortable ambience to Bridewell Lane. We are also satisfied now that the proposed roof crown of the front facade is now to be Zinc as this will be more in keeping with the palette of the historic centre of Bath and the conservation area than the timber as previously proposed.
