Sulis Manor, Burnt House Road, Bath BA2 2AQ
Application for listing

Reasons
Sulis Manor is a substantial manor house built on the southern outskirts of Bath in 1930.   It was built in a late Arts & Crafts domestic architectural style and has anindicative aesthetic, including mullion and transom windows and fine stone carvings and dressings with rough rubble stone elevations. It sits within large grounds in a prominent position over the AONB Cam Brook valley and was once known for the quality of its ornamental gardens. It is currently used as boarding language school. The manor house was once in a rural location but subsequent suburban development means that the manor site is bounded on its northern side by 20th century housing estates.
Historic interest: The house was designed and built for Isaac Carr, head of a famous Bath family who owned a large woollen mill business in Bath, based at Twerton Mill on the River Avon. Carr was born in 1876 in Twerton and was the grandson of the first Isaac and son of Thomas and Sarah Carr. He became a partner in the family firm in 1900 and lived at Wood House, the family home in Twerton (now demolished), for most of his life. He retired from the family business in 1930, at around the time of the building of Sulis Manor and a year later the business - which had been in difficulty since 1918- was sold to Houstons of Frome. It is understood that Carr never moved into Sulis Manor, instead he moved to Totnes in Devon and died there on 29 February 1944. The Twerton wool mills were closed in 1953 (see photo – Twerton Mills)

In the 1930’s Sulis Manor was sold to Ernest Souter, a Scottish architect. In the late 1940’s the house was bought by Sidney Pointing who had made his fortune growing mushrooms in the Mendip caves. He was a keen horticulturalist and as his niece describes ‘the house had beautiful gardens with peacocks on the lawns, and hot houses with his collection of prized orchids. It was a magical place to visit as a child’.  Pointing was well connected locally and he entertained much of Bath high society. 
The house was designed by Samuel Sebastian Reay (D. 1933) FRIBA.  Reay joined the firm of T B Silcock as Partner in 1896 and together as Silcock & Reay they produced some works of note, now listed, including: 

Marlborough Grammar School, Wiltshire (1258855)

Oldfield Baptist Church, Bath (1406447)

Rainbow Wood House, Bath (1409804)

108 Walcot Street, Bath – for the builders Hayward & Wooster) (1395578

Gospel Hall, Claverton Down, Bath (1394174)

Other large works that are not listed are Winsley House (now Dorothy House) showing a very similar Arts & Crafts styling as the manor, Winsley Sanatorium and the important but lost Bath Cabinetmakers Building.
Reay was a founding Executive Member of the Old Bath Preservation Society, established in 1909 to campaign (successfully) against the demolition of Bath Street in Bath. (The Society was succeeded by the Bath Preservation Trust in 1934). Reay left the partnership and worked in London during WWI and then returned to work in Bristol in the 1920’s.  Sulis Manor was his last work before he died in 1933. (see submitted Obituary from the Chronicle and The Builder enclosed with this application for a summary of his work). 
See following for more information: 

http://britisharchitects.weebly.com/reay-samuel-sebastian.html
http://britisharchitects.weebly.com/silcock--reay.html
The house was built by the respected building firm Hayward & Wooster who were specialist stone masons, and restored much of Bath, including the Abbey, after the First World War. Alec Blackmore and Rob Blackmore were both directors of the firm, and very much involved in the life of the city, including being magistrates and wardens of the city.
In summary, the house has significant historic associations with three notable Bath personalities and therefore has special value as a place which tells a story about Bath’s ‘high society’ in the early 20th century and the buildings designed for them; a period largely ignored due to the pre eminence of other periods of Bath’s history. It appears from images that is has not been significantly altered fabric-wise in its history, and thus can provide interpretation of the artistic tastes and expression of these personalities, especially with internal flourishes such as wooden panelling and decorative fireplaces.
Architectural: 

Sulis Manor appears largely unaltered, and therefore has considerable evidential interest as a late Arts & Crafts manor house in an unadorned Cotswold vernacular.  The building possesses considerable architectural merit as an architect designed house and its language and spirit has been clearly influenced and informed by the preceding years of the Arts and Crafts Movement and it is within this wider, national context that the building must be assessed. 
The 1930s inter-war period arguably represents the last vestiges of the Movement’s influence as Modernism gained popularity and the manor is a strong example of this period of transition in British architecture. Important late Arts & Crafts buildings displaying similarities with the architectural hallmarks of Sulis Manor include: Goddards House, Yorkby Walter Brierley 1926-7 (1256461), Coleton Fishacre by Oswald Milne, 1925-6 (1324859) and Ashcombe Tower by Brian O’Rorke 1933-36 (1147029). 
Some more local domestic scale comparators also exist, includingOrmidale, South Stoke Road, Lodge Style, Combe Downby C. F. A. Voysey and Brantwood in South Stoke, but in general the use of Arts & Crafts expression in and around the Georgian city is limited.  This significantly increases the local rarity value of the house as does it’s scale; most of the larger houses in Bath are 18th or 19th century villas or manors (for example Rainbow Wood House, built in 1897 in a Jacobean Revival style). 

It has not been possible to conduct a site visit to record the house in detail, but the attached videos https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VuelZjTMAiM and the photos submitted with application give a good idea of the high aesthetic value of the asset.  The building is clearly in an excellent state of preservation and condition. In particular the quality of the building and attention to detail is outstanding, especially the external stone work and also the extensive internal and external joinery. Unusually, it appears that all of the original metal lead light casements have survived. Internally it appears that vestiges of Art Deco (see picture of the shower tiles) and Modernist influences to the interior design have survived; this is shown in the metal work on the first floor balcony and the nearby metal door, both of which hint a Modernist expression. This gives additional interest and value to the house as an example of where the Arts & Crafts vocabulary is transitioning into the International Modern language, and this is very rare in Bath.  

In summary; Sulis Manor has strong architectural interest as a good and individual, locally rare example of a late Arts & Crafts manor house at a transition point within architectural history. Internally it shows flourishes of internationally popular artistic expression. It was designed by the notable architect S.S Reay. It has significant historic associative interest as being built for a Bath industrial dynasty, the Carr family of Twerton, who employed hundreds of workers in Bath, and its subsequent owner, the flamboyant horticulturalist Sidney Pointing. It has illustrative value as being venue where Bath’s high society gathered in the 1940’s and 50’s. It was built by notable civic minded builders Hayward & Wooster, who did much good work in Bath pre and post WWII. The building is intact, built to a high standard and largely unaltered; therefore it has very good evidential value as an example of building craft at this time, particularly of stone masonry and hand wood carving. In our view it is an example of its type that would clearly warrant serious assessment and consideration for listing as a significant heritage asset of national importance.
Threat: 
The manor house is currently under threat of demolition; a DEM notification has been withdrawn in order for more ecology and arboricultural information to be gathered.  Link to planning application: 

https://isharemaps.bathnes.gov.uk/data.aspx?requesttype=parsetemplate&template=DevelopmentControlApplication.tmplt&basepage=data.aspx&Filter=^refval^=%2717/03304/DEM%27&history=fbe9d09a800d44efb928c566777e3b9c&SearchLayer=DCApplications
The site surrounding Sulis Manor (Sulis Down Plateau) has been released from the Green Belt for a large housing development. however the relevant Local Plan policy B3a (Core Strategy) anticipates a preference for retention of the manor as follows: ‘Incorporate Sulis Manor and Gardens into the development sensitively, retaining the framework of trees, and considering the conversion/retention of the manor house and/or a low density development’. In fact there is a current planning application for Phase 1 of this scheme to the west of Sulis Manor under consideration and the proposed architectural designs incorporate an Arts & Crafts language in a Garden Suburb framework. Link to the planning application: 

https://isharemaps.bathnes.gov.uk/data.aspx?requesttype=parsetemplate&template=DevelopmentControlApplication.tmplt&basepage=data.aspx&Filter=^refval^=%2717/02588/EFUL%27&history=f5cb3bee6b6e48ec8a98bd932186a393&SearchLayer=DCApplications
Documents to upload: 

Photos of the manor

Photos of Twerton Mill as was 

RIBA Bibliography of S. S Reay (ordered and awaiting)
The Builder Obituary of S.S Reay 

Bath Chronicle Obituary of S.S Reay 
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