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BPT recruits new trustees and advisors
Volunteering remains an important aspect of the Trust. We are now recruiting new trustees and 
advisors for No. 1 Royal Crescent Museum with specialist experience.

We are delighted to welcome volunteers back to both the Herschel Museum of Astronomy 
and Beckford’s Tower. 

If you are interested in volunteering with Bath Preservation Trust, please contact us on 
admin@bptrust.org.uk In particular, we are looking for new volunteers who can help in the 
mornings at the Herschel Museum of Astronomy, now that the museum is open all day.

Cover image: The planet Uranus was discovered by William Herschel in March 1781 from his home 
at 19 New King Street in Bath. Herschel 200, organised by BPT, commemorates the bicentenary of his death

X-ray: NASA/CXO/University College London/W. Dunn et al; Optical: W.M. Keck Observatory

• Unlimited free entry to all BPT museums 
• Invitations to bespoke BPT walks, talks  

and private tours
• Access to advice and support from BPT’s 

conservation team and committees on 
planning, conservation and heritage

• Knowledge that you are playing a vital role in 
helping to sustain and protect Bath’s heritage

• Meeting fellow members with similar 
interests

• Website links from BPT’s website
• Marketing and sponsorship opportunities

• Putting your views to BPT at the Annual 
General Meeting

• BPT’s biannual Bath Matters publication, 
monthly eNews and Annual Review

• Christmas drinks reception with the 
chairman, trustees, staff and fellow members

In March BPT’s Architecture, Planning and Place Committee trustees and advisors met in person for the first time in two years

Corporate Membership
BPT’s Corporate Membership scheme has a growing list of  subscribers. We invite 
companies and organisations to join us and demonstrate support for our advocacy and 
campaigning work to protect and conserve Bath’s built heritage. 
Corporate Membership is £155 a year, with the following benefits:

To find out more, see the BPT website www.bath-preservation-trust.org.uk
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Greetings

Welcome to our first Bath Matters of  2022 as we emerge, 
unbeaten, from two very challenging years. We have very 
positive plans for the coming months and into the future.
We have lots to share with you in this issue. 
Bath Preservation Trust is marking the 200th 
anniversary of astronomer William Herschel’s 
death and the 80th anniversary of the bombing 
of Bath. Key new acquisitions include Caroline 
Herschel’s illustrious Visitors’ Book and a 
unique portrait of William Beckford. 

As well as exciting developments at all our 
museums there are updates on our important 
work as advocates for the City of Bath, 
preserving and protecting its historic character 
for public benefit. 

We are hugely grateful to everyone who has 
contributed to our survival and resilience during 

the pandemic, recognising the value of  
BPT’s role and work to the residents of Bath 
and beyond.

Our members are vital. Thank you – whether 
you have recently joined or have continued to 
support us, even when it was impossible for us 
to provide the usual membership benefits such 
as full access to our museums, social trips, talks 
and other events. Our membership programme 
is a priority for this year and we look forward to 
opportunities to meet you all in person.

Museum visitors, too, are vital. Admission 
income enables us to care for our buildings and 
collections as well as bring the stories of 

Georgian Bath to life. We hope to welcome 
many more visitors this year, with a gradual 
recovery of numbers by 2023.

BPT’s pandemic survival has been in a large 
part achieved through the support of funders 
and donors and we would like to thank them. 
We received significant funding from the 
Government’s Culture Recovery Fund, the 
National Lottery Heritage Emergency Fund, 
local council recovery grants and the Herschel 
Society. Our appeal also brought support from 
members, volunteers and the public. 

As a result we are in a stronger position and 
able to look ahead to recovery and growth.

We have now launched an appeal for the Our Tower project and set 
a target of £10,000 from public donations this year. We very much 
welcome your support.

Public backing is crucial to our plans for Beckford’s Tower and 
Landscape (see page 18). We need to demonstrate that support 
when we make our application to the National Lottery Heritage 
Fund. We believe in the importance of access to history and  
culture, as well as green spaces to support learning, mental health 
and well-being.

One way we can show that support is through donations. They 
help to demonstrate the popularity of our project among residents, 
museum visitors and others who will benefit.

We appreciate donations of any size. Here are several  ways that 
you can give:
• To donate by TEXT send this message: TOWER followed by the 

amount you wish to donate to 70470 (for example, to donate £10 
text TOWER 10). Texts cost the amount of your donation plus 
one standard rate message.

• Donate by BACS to the following account: 
Sort code 40-52-40 Account Number 00024926 
Account Name The Beckford Tower Trust.

• Send a cheque payable to the Beckford Tower Trust to The Our 
Tower Project, c/o 1 Royal Crescent, Bath BA1 2LR.

• Download the Beckford Tower Donation Form from our website 
and email us your completed copy.

If you would like to find out more about the work we are planning 
and how your donation will be spent, please visit the Beckford 
Tower website.

Public appeal brochure for Beckford’s Tower and Museum

Help us meet the Our Tower appeal target 
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Welcome

At the last AGM we welcomed Alex Sherman 
as Bath Preservation Trust’s new Chief 
Executive. He comes from South West 
Heritage Trust and brings a wide-ranging 
experience of leadership with community 
consultation, sustainable initiatives and care 
for both landscape and built heritage. 

In his first six months Alex has been helping 
staff and museums return to a more normal 
way of working and ensuring our finances 
remain in good shape. We weathered the 
pandemic because of the energy and 
commitment of all our staff and supporters 
and, in a period of instability and change, we 
are fortunate to be so well led and supported. 

Climate emergency
Before the pandemic the climate emergency 
was a priority that BPT had already identified. 
Our role is to show how traditional buildings 
can play their part in achieving carbon 
neutrality, so emerging plans for the  

Countess of Huntingdon’s Chapel will be part 
of our response.

The future of heritage is only one element of 
the climate agenda. We are already getting a 
glimpse of how our city might address the 
twin challenges of traffic pollution and 
congestion. Bath depends on being a tourist 
destination so it must address how people 
travel to visit us and how residents move 
around the city. 

Bath has a vibrant day and night time 
economy and ever higher house prices,  
but securing better paid employment  
and affordable housing will remain a 
significant pressure.

Great care must be taken to ensure we can 
meet these challenges, but avoid changes for 
short-term benefit only. I am grateful to the 
work of our Architecture, Planning and Place 
team and the energy they put into monitoring 
development across the World Heritage Site.

Much needs to be done. BPT must ensure 

that we are part of those conversations and 
that our voice is heard.

Landmark
Beckford’s Tower is an iconic Bath landmark, 
but its exposed location means the structure 
requires constant attention. We have 
well-developed plans to carry out major work 
on the structure and improve its setting – 
including reinstating the grotto and lime tree 
avenue approach to the Tower.

This is an important time for the Tower, and I 
am very grateful for all the support we have 
received. However, it is not too late to help as 
we do need to raise all the money for the 
project; if you think you might be able to help 
then please get in touch.

Finally, thank you for reading Bath Matters. 
Please share what we are saying and 
encourage others to engage with the  
work of BPT.

Meeting the challenges
BPT Chairman Thomas Sheppard

Seeing green 
Last year saw an increasing number of  listed building 
applications for energy efficiency alterations and retrofits.
A total of 42 applications were submitted for measures including slimlite double or secondary 
glazing, solar panels, insulation or more efficient boilers. This was more than double the number of 
similar applications seen in 2020. 

BPT has continued to support efforts to integrate retrofits and renewable technologies sensitively 
into the historic environment. We are encouraged that 76 per cent of listed building applications 
which included retrofitting measures were granted consent last year. This comes at a time of 
significant policy shift, with the expected adoption of the Local Plan Partial Update and B&NES’s 
updated Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) for Energy Efficiency, Retrofitting and 
Sustainable Construction. 

Consent for significant schemes can set a precedent for how Bath’s most historic buildings can 
and should be adapted in response to the climate emergency. Examples include the retrofit of  
the Grade I house, 23 Grosvenor Place (pictured here), with secondary glazing and  
roof-mounted solar panels.

BPT offers practical guidance and planning advice on how to approach energy efficiency 
in traditional building. Contact us at conservation@bptrust.org.uk 
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Welcome

BPT Members visiting Mapperton House in 2015

There is a tangible sense of energy in the City 
– more so now than perhaps any of us have 
felt for a couple of years. Bath is thrumming 
with activity, and so is BPT as we welcome 
visitors back and look forward to a year of 
exciting events and activities. 

We are also looking forward to launching 
our new strategy for BPT, a Vision for 2030, 
which we will share with members at our 
AGM in July. It explains what we want to 
achieve over the next eight years, including 
two major capital projects – at Beckford’s 
Tower and Landscape and at the Countess of 
Huntingdon’s Chapel. 

It sets out priorities for our Advocacy and 
Campaigning work and the need for Bath to 
respond to climate change by rapidly 
reducing the carbon emissions of historic 
properties and planning for carbon neutral 
development. Most importantly, it describes 
the positive impact BPT will have over the 
next few years.

Herschel 200
This year marks the 200th anniversary of the 
death of astronomer William Herschel and, 
thanks to a grant from the National Lottery 
Heritage Fund, we will be celebrating his life 
and the important contributions he made to 
science and astronomy. 

Working in partnership with national and 
international institutions, activities in Bath will 
be centred at BPT’s Herschel Museum of 
Astronomy on New King Street, the house 
where William discovered the planet Uranus 
(see page 16).

Countess of Huntingdon’s Chapel
We have started to explore options for the 
long-term future of the Countess of 
Huntingdon’s Chapel. Working with award-
winning local architect James Grayley, a 
feasibility study will be the first stage of many 
which will help us to realise our ambitions. 

The Chapel is a much-loved building in need 

of refurbishment and re-thinking, but with an 
important future as a museum and centre for 
learning about the built heritage of Bath. We 
will update you over coming months and 
expect to hold consultation events there later 
in the year to help develop our vision. 

Activities for Members
We are making our final preparations for 
Member events to return this year, including 
walks, talks and property tours. Amongst 
these will be events at the Chapel to talk 
about what its future might look like, and at 
Beckford’s Tower and Landscape to share 
more about its restoration project. 

I am very pleased that we are able to look 
forward so positively, but that we are able to 
do so now is because of the support we have 
received from members and volunteers, 
partners and friends, funders and other 
contributors over the last two years. 

Thank you to everyone.

Join us at special 
Members’ events
With Covid-19 restrictions lifted, spring sees 
the return of our programme of walks, talks, 
guided tours and property visits specifically for 
Members. We will announce the first events in 
the next few weeks.

Membership runs from 1 June to 31 May, so 
we will be sending out renewals in May. We 
really appreciate the loyalty of our Members, 
particularly through the great uncertainty of the 
last two years. Once again, thank you.

Looking ahead
Chief Executive Alex Sherman
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Advocacy and Campaigns

Plans to showcase 
energy efficiency 
in older homes
Working with partners, we are hoping to revive 
the Bath Green Homes open homes event in 
2023 – subject to funding. At this stage we are 
calling for people retrofitting their homes with 
energy-efficiency measures this year to get in 
touch so that we can support and monitor your 
project. We hope to gather case studies and 
compile a list of homeowners willing to show 
their work in support of the event. 

If you are undertaking retrofit or thermal 
efficiency improvements and would like to get 
involved with the event please contact  
Senior Planner Joanna Robinson at  
jrobinson@bptrust.org.uk. Thank you.BPT is gearing up for new Government 

planning policies which are expected this year. 
This follows fierce opposition from us and 
others to earlier controversial proposals that 
threatened dramatically to reshape the planning 
application process.

The Government’s Planning for the Future 
White Paper, published in 2020, heralded a 
zonal planning system and loss of local 
democracy. However, changes to planning 
legislation expected last year appear to have 
been scrapped – something we consider a 
campaigning success.

We now expect to see planning wrapped up 
with the Government’s levelling-up White 

Paper as a single piece of legislation. ‘Levelling 
up’ focuses on increasing home ownership and 
improving housing quality, including through 
the planning system. 

According to the Government’s chief planner, 
Joanna Averley, an update to its proposed 
planning reforms will be announced this spring. 
Tom Fyans, the director of campaigns and 
policy for CPRE (The Countryside Charity), has 
said: “The Government’s submission to the 
Lords Built Environment Committee strongly 
suggests it has listened to criticism and 
fundamentally changed its approach. If so, this 
would be a huge victory for campaigners.”

Stand by for round two of 
Government planning reform
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BPT, helped by young volunteers, has 
completed the final tree planting in fields below 
Granville Road, part of the new housing 
development on Lansdown above Charlcombe.

Thanks to City and Guilds horticulture 
students from Grow Yourself – a Community 
Interest Company offering training and 
volunteering in Bath and North East Somerset 
– in December we planted 15 trees about 2m 
high at intervals in the fields near the ridge.

This brings to 40 the total of new trees planted 
in the area, along with 500 hedging plants. 
Species include majestic natives such as oak, 
beech, maple and lime, as well as wild cherry 
and crab apple. We are very grateful to the 
owner of the land, Pete Griffin, who has 
enabled all this planting to take place. 

As the trees reach full size – in 50 to 100 years 
– they will soften the impact of this recent 

development along the ridge. They will also 
enhance the green skyline which forms a 
distinctive part of the ‘landscape setting’ of the 
city, nestled in the hollow of the hills – an 
attribute identified as one of the special 
Outstanding Universal Values of the Bath  
World Heritage Site. 

These trees also make a small contribution to 
the fight against climate change and will help 
improve biodiversity and sustain a nature 
positive city. 

The project has been supported by the World 
Heritage Site Enhancement Fund, More Trees 
for B&NES and the Woodland Trust. It is 
registered on the map with Plant Britain and 
contributes to the BBC Countryfile goal of 
planting 750,000 trees – one for every UK 
primary school starter in 2020.

Native trees soften ridgeline housing 
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Advocacy and Campaigns

An eight-week internship with BPT in 2021 
was a fantastic opportunity to see the delicate 
but hugely important relationship between 
planning and heritage. The conservation of 
somewhere as unique and important as Bath 
takes dedication from numerous volunteer 
committee members, trustees and full-time 
staff, all of whom really care about their city. 

Being a part of this team demonstrated to 
me how important Place is to people, even at 
a time when we have been at home so often. 
This is certainly something I will take forward 
with me in my architecture career, along with 
a better understanding of the planning 
process and the role of planning and 
conservation officers.

During this internship I was asked to 
research case studies on energy efficiency 
retrofits across Bath.

This work has hugely benefitted me and my 
understanding of the role of historic buildings 
in this climate emergency. I hope that BPT has 
benefitted also, by staying at the forefront of 
conservation and sustainability. 

I am excited to see the future of both BPT 
and the city itself and I am looking forward  
to working with them through the University 
of the West of England Architecture Society, 
sharing the importance of heritage with  
the next generation of architects and 
town planners. 

Intern’s voice 
Milly Harvey enjoys internship with BPT 

Milly joined the team on a fully-funded 
internship supported by the University of the 
West of England and BPT’s Carl and Jeanette 
Mays Conservation Education fund

Bath guide to low carbon living 
in older homes goes online
Tips on free and low-cost ways to reduce energy waste and use in historic properties are now 
available in a new BPT online guide.

A quick guide to low carbon living in older homes includes energy-saving ideas to inspire 
Bath residents to reduce their own impact on the environment. It offers clear, practical advice 
to help people in historic houses before they embark on any retrofitting measures. 

The guide can be downloaded from the BPT website https://bit.ly/3J7NngU

@
C

as
pe

rF
ar

re
ll

Celebrate World 
Heritage Day 
Heritage and Climate is this year’s theme for 
World Heritage Day on 18 April. Join BPT and 
others as Bath takes part in this annual 
international celebration.

BPT’s online resources at https://bit.
ly/3t8mZ0P will explore the city’s Outstanding 
Universal Value and how the Bath World 
Heritage Site can become an exemplary 
sustainable World Heritage city and showcase 
sustainable heritage in a time of climate 
emergency. For events on or around 18 April  
or to browse online resources visit  
www.bathworldheritage.org.uk
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Planning applications at a glance
Full and detailed responses to planning applications and consultations are available online

I have just moved into a Grade II listed 
building and I would like to know about 
precedents for putting double glazing into a 
home that is listed. It may be something that 
is too expensive for us but I would like to 
know whether there is a way in which it can 
be done. It worries me that these beautiful 
homes cannot be modernised – even 
sympathetically and carefully.

Tasha Kalisher

Your voice Our response
For site-specific guidance, we strongly recommend getting in touch with the Council’s 
conservation team because the replacement or major upgrade of windows (including 
slimlite or secondary glazing) requires listed building consent ahead of any work. 

The suitability of double glazing is assessed case-by-case, according to the special interest 
of the building. Where historic windows and glazing have been retained, replacement is 
often considered to be unacceptable in principle. However, there are some examples of 
the use of slimlite timber double glazing that have recently been permitted in Bath. They 
include 3 Lansdown Place East, 33 Bathford Hill, 10 Church Street and 22 Lambridge Place. 
We recommend that you take a look at these applications.

Slim profile timber double glazing is considered acceptable in appearance and design 
(such as glazing bar thickness and profile). It also has similar performance with regards to 
improved insulation and soundproofing. 

Secondary glazing may be a more viable alternative, particularly where existing windows 
cannot be removed or replaced. Other thermal improvement work, such as sash windows 
with draught-proofing strips, can usually be installed without the need for listed building 
consent. Further guidance is available on the Climate Emergency pages of the BPT website 
https://bit.ly/3w0ZiJH

We’d love to hear your 
views and queries on heritage and planning 
issues that matter most to you.

Please write to us at  
conservation@bptrust.org.uk 
or call 01225 338727

Bath Quays North
A decision is expected this year on the 
mixed-use redevelopment of the Avon Street 
car park. BPT actively engaged with developers 
and stakeholders at all stages of the four-year 
development process and on the latest design 
revisions. We responded positively to 
amendments including variation in materials 
and roof profiles and a more ‘vertical’ focus 
across riverside elevations. 

Bath Quays North

Deadmill Lane
BPT strongly opposed the development of this 
open Green Belt site in the Larkhall area. From 
2020, applications for 18 and then 15 
‘affordable’ dwellings on the site have been 
refused on grounds of the total harm to multiple 
heritage assets. These include the World 
Heritage Site, Bath Conservation Area and the 
adjacent 18th-century mill which is recognised 
as a Non-Designated Heritage Asset. Whilst 
supportive of affordable housing schemes, we 
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‘Snowy’ the bear, Bear Flat
Local concerns were raised about 
refurbishment proposals for the Bear pub in 
Bear Flat that included removing the life-size 
model of a polar bear from the roof. The bear, 
fondly nicknamed ‘Snowy’ by locals, is a 
well-established and recognisable landmark 
that residents want to remain as part of the pub. 
BPT supported retaining this landmark feature 
which adds to local distinctiveness and 
character. Revised plans proposed retaining the 
bear, but painted brown. Thanks to the efforts 
of the Bear Flat Association and its ‘Keep Snowy 
Snowy’ campaign, it has been confirmed that 
the polar bear will remain white. 

The Mineral Hospital
Resubmitted plans for the hotel conversion of 
the Min were given the go-head by the 
Planning Committee. BPT spoke in support of 
the revised design and scale of the proposed 
extension, as well as the proposed public realm 
improvements.

have maintained an objection in principle to the 
development of this site because of the 
cumulative impact on its sensitive historic and 
landscape setting. We encourage a ‘brownfield 
first’ approach to development. 

The Scala
A new application for mixed residential 
redevelopment of the Scala site in Oldfield Park 
was permitted at Planning Committee. The 
developers had responded to BPT feedback 
and reduced the height of the central courtyard 
block to three storeys.

Midford Castle
BPT has had strong concerns regarding a series 
of applications for increasing development 
within the parkland setting of the Grade I 
Midford Castle and its Grade II* outbuildings. 
The latest application proposed a 560-panel 
solar array and a second agricultural barn. This 
followed planning permission for a 
subterranean agricultural barn in 2019. We 
emphasised that build-up of the site and the 
excessive height and scale of the proposed 
barn would further harm the group value and 
setting of the listed buildings. The proposals 
were refused, and subsequently dismissed at 
appeal on grounds of the combined weight of 
harm to the Green Belt, Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty, and landscape setting of 
Midford Castle.
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Public consultations

Sulis Down
BPT has responded to pre-application 
proposals for up to 300 additional homes on 
the Sulis Down Plateau. We have 
emphasised ongoing concerns with the 
development’s increasing impact on the 
landscape setting of the World Heritage Site 
and pressure on surrounding Green Belt 
land. We continue to press for a 
comprehensive masterplan for the whole 
site. An application is expected this year.

The Rec
Bath Rugby has now overturned the High 
Court’s decision that the 1922 covenants on 
the site are enforceable. We are expecting 
further consultation on developing proposals 
for Stadium for Bath this year.

Gasworks 
Consultation has taken place on initial proposals for part of the old Bath Gasworks site. This is 
within the Western Riverside area being redeveloped by St William – a partnership between 
Berkeley Group and National Grid. The site was decommissioned in 2013 with the demolition 
of the final gasometer. 

BPT has some concerns at this stage with how the proposed development will connect with 
surrounding, major re-development at Dick Lovett and Bath Press as well as Phase 1 of Bath 
Western Riverside – in terms of design, form and scale, and incoherent patches of public 
realm across these areas. 

We have additional concerns about how public consultation is being conducted and  
whether this has come too late in the design process when factors such as design principles, 
site use and public space have already been set out in the initial proposals. A second public 
consultation is anticipated in the spring with submission of a full planning application by 
summer 2022. 

BPT welcomes the opportunity to engage with developers and stakeholders. We will 
encourage positive integration with existing neighbourhoods, provision of public amenities, 
and a design approach which embodies the distinctive industrial history of the site. 

The adjoining parcel of redevelopment land is in B&NES’s ownership. Here BPT will be 
calling on the council to take a ‘co-design’ – community collaboration – approach. This 
includes consulting the elderly and children, using interactive tools much earlier in the 
development phase, rather than being presented with proposals for consultation, as we have 
seen at the Gasworks site. This is as well as applying locally-prepared Bath-specific ‘Design 
Codes’ which should accompany the Local Plan Partial Update which will be published 
following examination hearings this year.
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Artist’s impression showing proposals for the Gasworks site

To find out more use 
the search function at 
https://bit.ly/3CyBluw

Belvoir Castle
Planning approval for flats behind a Grade II 
pub on the Lower Bristol Road was quashed 
as unlawful at the High Court after the 
decision was challenged by a local resident. 
When the decision was referred back to the 
Planning Committee, BPT took the chance to 
speak against the development and its harm 
to multiple listed buildings. Councillors voted 
to refuse the application on grounds of harm 
to heritage assets and an overbearing impact 
on neighbours.

Waterworks Cottage
BPT has opposed the development of two 
new houses in the garden of Waterworks 
Cottage in Fairfield Park. This 19th-century 
cottage is now recognised as a Non-
Designated Heritage Asset for its important 
local links to the historic Charlcombe  
Water Works. An earlier proposal to demolish 
was overruled following significant objections 
from BPT, the conservation officer and local 
residents. BPT spoke against the scheme at 
Planning Committee, and councillors voted  
to refuse the planning application on the 
grounds of over-development and harm to 
the local appearance and its wider landscape 
setting. The application has gone to appeal, 
and BPT continues to call for it to be dismissed.

6 Lansdown Place East 

Permitted listed building consent will allow the 
whole-scale replacement of 1970s single-
glazed timber sash windows with slimlite 
double glazing in a Grade II building. This is a 
landmark example of significant ‘slim’ double 
glazing in a listed Georgian home. BPT 
commented on the scheme to guide the 
choice of an appropriate window design and 
profile. We encouraged the opportunity for 
energy retrofits without loss of historic fabric. 
We hope for opportunities to work with the 
occupier to assess and monitor window 
performance as a possible case study.
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Learning and Engagement

New community 
gallery for No.1 
Royal Crescent
We are now welcoming visitors to our new 
learning facility in the Brownsword Gallery at 
No. 1 Royal Crescent. This community gallery is 
a versatile space that can host school and 
learning workshops and meet the needs of 
community groups as well as workshops and 
activities for families.

The gallery, on the first floor above the shop 
and ticket desk at No.1, is free to enter when 
not booked. Visitors can enjoy an exhibition 
about how No. 1 Royal Crescent was designed 
and built, those that have lived there, and the 
work of Bath Preservation Trust to care for and 
restore the building.

Sensory resources improve 
museum’s accessibility 
Sensory bags are among new accessibility tools available to support visitors to No. 1  
Royal Crescent. They are designed to help visitors with additional needs to communicate 
more easily.

As well as the sensory bags, which people can pick up when they visit No.1, there are a 
new sensory map and a sensory story on our website. These are to help people plan their 
visit and support anyone with additional needs. 

Later this year a fully accessible virtual tour will provide access to the range of experiences 
and museum tours for those who cannot physically explore all the rooms.

Our new accessibility and neurodiversity website pages provide more information  
(https://bit.ly/3Kvvvwz). We will be evaluating these tools, so please get in touch if you  
can help with this. We also aim to provide translations of the transcripts to enable  
non-English-speaking audiences to connect with our new immersive experiences. If you  
can help with this, please also get in touch.

New sensory bags, map and story now available at No. 1 Royal Crescent

Custom-made cupboard for costumes available 
as part of a school workshop
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Learning and Engagement

Commemorating 200 years since the death of 
the astronomer, William Herschel, will form an 
important part of our learning programme this 
year. We are working with local primary school 
St Andrews, enabling students to respond 
creatively to the life and work of William and his 
sister, fellow astronomer Caroline.

We will also run family events and workshops 
with Bath Astronomers and the Percy 
Community Centre, opposite our Herschel 
Museum of Astronomy in New King Street. 

A new partnership with Slough Museum will 
mean we can collaborate on a joint programme 
that will connect audiences from our two 

locations with the story of the Herschels and 
their relevance to science and discovery today. 
They moved to Slough from Bath to expand 
their astronomical researches. 

For more about Herschel 200 see page 16 and 
https://herschelmuseum.org.uk/herschel-200/ 

Family activities 
bounce back
From lunar activities during the full moon to 
making Easter bonnets, BPT’s new and 
exciting programme of trails, activities and 
workshops for families is now under way at 
No. 1 Royal Crescent, the Herschel Museum 
of Astronomy and Beckford’s Tower.

Now that Covid-19 restrictions have been lifted, we are really looking forward to 
welcoming families back for in-person events and walk-in sessions.

Over the Easter holidays we offer a great programme:
• Make Easter Bonnets and Bicorns at No. 1 Royal Crescent. This free drop-in activity takes 

place in the museum gallery and is free with a museum ticket.
• At the Herschel Museum of Astronomy it’s all about the full moon with new lunar activities 

that explore the phases of the moon. This drop-in activity takes place in the museum 
gallery and is free with a museum ticket.

• At Beckford’s Tower a bunny trail is being set in the landscape, free of charge and 
throughout the Easter Holidays.

All these activities will run from Saturday 9 April to Sunday 24 April. For details and to find 
out about other activities during the school holidays, visit the museum websites. 

Pupils and families enjoy Herschel 200 
School pupils at the Herschel Museum of Astronomy

Doors re-open to 
school visits 
Our doors are again fully open to schools and 
we look forward to welcoming large numbers 
into our museums this year. 

We are also continuing to offer outreach to 
schools, something we were developing 
throughout the pandemic. These new sessions 
are proving very popular, especially when 
transport costs or limited staff resources make a 
museum visit more challenging.

This year we are carrying out a formal review 
of our learning programme and the consultation 
and evaluation will inform a new programme. 
This will be tested in Spring 2023 and launched 
that autumn.

School programme at the Herschel Museum of Astronomy

A family workshop at 
No. 1 Royal Crescent
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No. 1 Royal Crescent

Welcoming back 
free-f low visitors 
With restrictions lifted, we’re working towards re-introducing free-flow visits at No. 1 Royal 
Crescent, which we know many have missed. This would complement the timed immersive 
experiences.

The programme now includes a regular ‘Jane Austen in Bath’ experience on the last Friday of 
every month. The museum is open from Tuesday to Sunday, 10am to 5pm, and tickets are available 
online and in person.

The museum still offers exclusive self-led visits and guided tours and we look forward to 
welcoming larger groups again this year.

Luke Uren, our new Front of House Manager for No.1 Royal Crescent, is now running the 
museum and gift shop, as well as taking the lead on the events programme. He joins us from 
Bristol Zoo and we are very pleased to introduce him as a member of the BPT team.

Events return to the calendar 
Our events programme is now back on track. For the first major event in No. 1 for over two 
years we are pleased to be taking part in Bath Festival’s Party in the City in May.

As audiences return and the city’s vibe is restored we are keen to explore how the museum 
might put on fresh events. If you have ideas for activities, partnerships or opportunities for us 
to welcome audiences during the year, please do let us know.

Look out for other events later this year, including Heritage Open Days, Museums Week 
and a Christmas extravaganza.

Concert in the Withdrawing Room at No. 1 Royal Crescent



No. 1 Royal Crescent
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App reveals museum’s secrets 
Last year it was important for us to evaluate the changes we introduced at No. 1 so we drew  
on online surveys and reviews, direct feedback, and comments made to the museum team.

Most of our audiences love the new immersive experience which has encouraged younger 
and more diverse visitors. However we recognised that, although visitors did not comment 
significantly on the absence of room guides, they did want to know more about the rooms  
and collections.

So we have launched a museum app for phones and tablets that allows visitors to explore 
more about each room and find out about the collections in each space, as well as offering an 
area ‘just for kids’. 

Feedback on this initiative will inform our commitment to keep changing and refreshing what 
our visitors experience.

The new app for No. 1 Royal Crescent

In 2022 we are continuing to promote new 
product lines that were brought in last year.

However, we’re also looking for additional 
items that showcase the work of local makers 
and crafts. If you know local makers that you 
think we should contact, please get in touch.

We are looking forward to working with a 
consultant to create a new Christmas shop at 
No. 1 Royal Crescent this year, and we’ll have 
more news on this in the coming months.

Gifts now on sale in the shop at No. 1 Royal Crescent

Shop seeks to celebrate local crafts and makers

QR codes in each room and by selected objects lead visitors to further information

The importance of dessert Letter-writing was frequent Smoke jack for turning kitchen spit Insights to housekeeper’s room
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The online Archive Database

Researchers return to BPT archives
After a long period closed by the pandemic, our archive in the Countess of 
Huntingdon’s Chapel is now open again for research visits – by appointment. 

We are once again welcoming students exploring the history of BPT, home 
owners researching the history of their own properties, and architects carrying out 
work on 18th-century buildings in Bath. 

The archive catalogue can be viewed online at https://bit.ly/3IhzwTC. 
Appointments to visit the archive can be made by emailing archives@bptrust.org.uk

We have commissioned a study to assess 
options for the repair, use and adaptation 
of the Countess of Huntingdon’s Chapel, 
which has housed the Museum of Bath 
Architecture (MoBA) since 1992.

The study is supported by the 
Government’s Culture Recovery Fund.  
We aim to improve the ways the building 
can be used, its energy efficiency, thermal 
performance and accessibility. 

Now that the Chapel has a new heating 
system we will be using the space for 
meetings, private hire and pre-booked 
tours of the collection. To arrange a visit 
please contact admin@bptrust.org.uk

Building 
MoBA’s 
future 
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Museum of  Bath Architecture

In 1942 during World War II – over two nights 
and three days on 25, 26 and 27 April – more 
than 400 people in the city lost their lives and a 
further 1,000 were injured. The physical impact 
on the city was extensive. More than 19,000 
buildings were damaged or destroyed. 

War artists were sent to Bath to record the 
damage, including John Piper and Leslie 
Atkinson. Their images, alongside photographs 
from the National Buildings Record, capture the 
damage to Bath’s structures. Some, such as All 
Saints Chapel on Lansdown, took direct hits 
and were later demolished, leaving only images 
– such as P. Horsbrugh’s pastel in the Bath 
Buildings Record collection – as evidence of 
these lost buildings. 

Repair work was carefully recorded by city 
engineer John Owens. His War Book in the 
Bath Archives and Local Studies Collection is a 
meticulous account of the emergency first aid 
to buildings immediately following the April 
bombings, as well as the eventual demolition or 
repairs throughout the city.

Supported by a Small Museums Grant from 
Bath & North East Somerset Council, we will 
mark the 80th anniversary by creating a Bath 
Blitz walking trail to look at the repair work. We 
plan to draw together information from 
previous exhibitions at the museum and across 
Bath, enhanced by the research of David 
McLaughlin. Keep an eye on the BPT website 
and social media for the publication date.

For more information on the bombing visit  
the Bath Blitz Memorial Project website, the 
repository for a wealth of information on the 
disaster www.bathheritagewatchdog.org/
bathblitz

Follow the Bath Blitz 
anniversary trail
A new digital project marking the 80th anniversary of  the bombing of  Bath is an 
opportunity for the Museum of  Bath Architecture to connect audiences with our 
important collections, even whilst it remains closed. This is to allow for a programme 
of  significant repair and maintenance, delayed by the pandemic.

All Saints Chapel, Lansdown, Bath, 1943 by P. Horsbrugh. From the Bath Buildings Record at the Museum of Bath Architecture
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Herschel Museum of  Astronomy

The 2022 season will be exciting for the 
Herschel Museum of Astronomy as we 
return to opening throughout the year and 
also mark the 200th anniversary of William 
Herschel’s death. Herschel 200 will 
celebrate his life and achievements with an 
exhibition and programme of events.

The display, in partnership with the  
Royal Astronomical Society (RAS), tells  
of William’s inspiring life and astronomical 
discoveries through original artefacts on 
loan from the RAS collection, some of 
which have rarely been on public  
display before. 

After Herschel’s momentous discovery  
of the planet Uranus, he and his sister 
Caroline moved from Bath to Slough to 
work near Windsor Castle as astronomers 
for King George III. So Slough Museum 
will also be commemorating the 
anniversary with a collaborative exhibition.

Events throughout the year include craft 
workshops for families, museum trails, 
astronomy events with the Bath 
Astronomers, and planetarium shows in 
partnership with the University of Bath and 
the Percy Community Centre, opposite the 
museum in New King Street.

A commemorative stone sculpture by 
artist maker Iain Cotton will be unveiled in 
the garden of the Herschels’ house – now 
the museum – where William discovered 
Uranus in 1781. This sculpture will also be 
a platform for telescopes at our  
astronomy events.

The Herschel Society will have its own 
programme of events for Herschel 200 
which can be seen online at 
http://herschelsociety.org.uk/
A National Lottery Heritage Fund grant and 
a Small Museum Grant from Bath & North 
East Somerset Council are supporting the 
Herschel 200 programme.

The Herschel Museum of Astronomy is 
open Tuesday to Sunday, 10am to 5pm  
(last entry 4pm). 

Herschel 200 commemorates 
astronomer’s death

William Herschel portrait by John Russell, 1794

Artist maker Iain Cotton at work



bath-preservation-trust.org.uk   17

Herschel Museum of  Astronomy

Museum buys 
Caroline’s unique 
visitor book
The museum has acquired its first object created by the Herschel siblings 
– the visitors’ book kept by Caroline Herschel between 1783 and 1792. 
This secures the future of a unique record of the people visiting their 
houses near Windsor after they moved there from Bath.

Entries include King George III and Queen Charlotte, an array of 
eminent scientists and engineers, and other prominent figures from 
18th-century society. Celebrity visitors include composer Joseph Haydn, 
novelist Fanny Burney and playwright Richard Brinsley Sheridan and his 
celebrated wife Elizabeth, née Linley. She was a famous teenage singer in 
Bath when William was organist at the Octagon. 

This visitors’ book provides a fascinating insight into the fame achieved 
by the Herschels as astronomers, and how their life changed 
after they left Bath.

It has been on show – tucked away in a display 
case behind the prominent seven-foot reflector 
telescope – at the Herschel Museum, on loan 
since 1996 by kind permission of Anna and 
John Koester. We are very grateful that Mr and 
Mrs Koester approached the museum when 
they wanted to sell the visitors’ book. With 
grants from the Friends of National Libraries  
and funds from the museum’s reserves, we  
have been able to acquire it for our  
permanent collection.

Visit the Herschel Museum of Astronomy for 
the chance to take part in daytime astronomy 
on the day of the solstice from the very 
garden where the planet Uranus was 
discovered in 1781. 

Solar telescopes will be in the museum 
garden on Tuesday 21 June from 10am to 
5pm, with Bath Astronomers on hand to 
ensure visitors can observe the sun safely 
and to tell more about our nearest star.

It is free with normal admission to the 
museum and generously supported by the 
Bath Astronomers.

Please check the museum website for 
further events throughout the year 
(https://herschelmuseum.org.uk/events/)

Solar astronomy event in the garden 
of the Herschel Museum of Astronomy

Observe the Summer Solstice through a solar telescope 
in the New King Street garden

The visitors’ book kept 
by Caroline Herschel
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Our Tower project moves up a gear
The project to restore Beckford’s Tower and tell the story of  the landmark and its 
creator, William Beckford, in new ways, enters an important phase this year

In response to consultation, we have re-opened 
the museum with fresh interpretation to test 
some of the possible themes and stories that 
may form the basis of the museum in the future.

Come along to the Tower to see for yourself 
and tell us what you think. It’s open at weekends 
and Bank Holidays, 11am to 4pm, until the end 

of October. The evaluation this year will allow us 
to finalise our interpretation plan ready for the 
museum re-launch, scheduled for 2024.

Alongside our public fundraising appeal, we 
continue to seek support for the Our Tower 
project from trusts, foundations and other 
organisations.

We are delighted with the commitment of 
support we have received from Historic England, 
The Garfield Weston Foundation, The Pilgrim 
Trust, The Medlock Charitable Trust and Bath & 
North East Somerset Council, all of which brings 
us closer to our total fundraising target of  
almost £408,000.

On 11 February, Beckford’s Tower bought for £13,000 the deathbed portrait of William Beckford 
by Willes Maddox. It was commissioned by Beckford’s daughter Susan, Duchess of Hamilton, 
when her father died on 2 May 1844.

This gilt-framed oval picture, surrounded by brass and giltwood decorations that match those 
used on his coffin, will go on display at the Tower.

It had been in a private collection for many years and had only ever been shown in public twice, 
including a temporary exhibition at Beckford’s Tower in 2009. It was sold through Christie’s  
online auction. 

Beckford’s family wealth was from ownership of plantations and enslaved people in Jamaica. The 
museum, in securing this painting, has had to confront the issue of sourcing collections that relate 
to this history. The profits from the portrait’s sale are being used by the executors of the late owner 
to create a charitable foundation. Understanding how that money was going to be used was an 
important consideration in our, and our funders’, decision on whether to bid. 

The purchase had generous support from the V&A/ACE Purchase Grant, the Art Fund, personal 
donations and a small contribution from museum reserves.

Deathbed portrait of  Beckford to go on show

William Beckford on his Deathbed by Willes Maddox 1844
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For further information, or to suggest a project, please contact  
the Fund Administrator, Ainslie Ensom at whsef@bptrust.org.uk

World Heritage Site Enhancement Fund
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Recent projects

Stained glass repaired in Elim Church
The Grade II* listed Elim Church in Charlotte Street, with its striking interior, was designed by 
Goodridge and Son in 1854. Reverend Kenny Nelson and the members of the church have put in 
hand a comprehensive programme of conservation. Following the removal of a false ceiling, which 
has revealed the building’s full height, the church’s gallery and upper tier of stained-glass windows 
have been beautifully restored. Attention has now turned to eight stained glass windows in a 
co-ordinating design at ground-floor level. With some broken panes, draughty and fragile, they are 
in urgent need of restoration. The Fund is supporting the repair of one window and setting the 
wheels in motion for additional funders to support the work to the remaining windows.

Rare loos saved in Sydney Gardens
Edwardian cast-iron structures have been fully restored as part of the £2.5 million scheme to 
improve and enhance Sydney Gardens. Fragile in their construction, few such pre-fabricated 
buildings have survived. These two loos were on the Heritage at Risk Register for some years but 
have now been saved from dereliction. They are significant in the history of the gardens, and will 
provide an interesting element in the interpretation story of the site. The restoration was carried 
out by Ironart of Bath and Ironage Forge. The World Heritage Site Enhancement Fund supported 
the installation of the coloured glass roof in the Ladies’.

Replica lamp 
standards for 
Sydney Buildings
The High Pavement on Sydney Buildings is a 
rare survivor of a Georgian promenading 
terrace, retaining not only its wrought iron 
railings but also five original lamp standards. 
Two of these date from the era of oil lamps and 
three from the days of gas lighting. They have 
been repaired and conserved with support 
from the Fund. There is evidence that there 
were two more oil lamp standards. With further 
support from the Fund, these are being 
reconstructed by James Crossman of Ironage 
Forge in wrought iron to the original design. 
The standards, marked with their date of 

manufacture, 
will be 
reinstated in 
their historic 
positions to 
complete the 
historic 
sequence  
of lighting.

Elim Church window in need of repair

John Wood’s tomb gets new lease of life
The architect John Wood the Elder is buried, not in Bath Abbey as might be expected, but in  
a quiet country church in Swainswick village next to his granddaughter Anna. Wood 
requested that his funeral should cost no more than £20, and his grave is marked by a simple 
inscription, ‘Johannes Wood Armigeri, Sepulchrum’. The connection between the Woods and 
Swainswick remains a mystery, as does the location of other family burials thought to be there. 
A non-invasive investigation by Bristol University of what lies beneath the ground is planned. 
Meanwhile, the two blue lias gravestones and their inscriptions are being carefully conserved 
by Iain Cotton.

Glass roof in the Ladies’
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Special settings 
for weddings
Bath Preservation Trust offers two unique, beautiful 
settings for the perfect wedding day as it is licensed to 
hold wedding ceremonies at both Beckford’s Tower 
and No. 1 Royal Crescent.
From micro-weddings and vow renewals in the intimate Belvedere at the top of the 
Tower to luxurious weddings in the Withdrawing Room of No. 1 or a 40 guest 
ceremony in its courtyard, with sweeping upward views of the Royal Crescent, our 
iconic and historic buildings have a range of unique spaces for small weddings. 

You could also consider these special venues for the perfect proposal, or even those 
memorable graduation or engagement photographs.

Contact events@bptrust.org.uk to find out more and arrange a visit.
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