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Civic Day 17 June

Understanding Bath Conservation Area 
a50 year celebration


Developing a conservation area character appraisal for Bath Conservation Area

Bath today has one city wide conservation area which covers 1486 hectares and is home to about 50,000 people.  The conservation area includes the city’s unique and much celebrated heritage, but it also encompasses less well known areas which have a range of different characteristics.  
Bath’s conservation area was first designated in 1968, following the introduction of the Civic Amenities Act in 1967.  It was one of the first six to be designated in the country.  The conservation area was enlarged in 1973, extended again in 1975, 1985 and most recently in 2002.  These extensions responded to changing conservation views about what was considered to be architecturally and historically important as well as ongoing changes in planning controls.  The importance of the area and its surrounds was further recognised by its inscription as a World Heritage Site in 1987.  The conservation area today is recognised but despite its longevity there has never been a complete character appraisal of the whole area.
The conservation area will soon celebrate 50 years of designation and it seems fitting to celebrate this raising awareness of ongoing work to develop a full and comprehensive character appraisal for the conservation area to better understand all aspects of its importance and to support its ongoing and future management.



Why preparea character appraisal?

Bath and North East Somerset Council has a duty to ensure that the character of a conservation area is preserved or enhanced, particularly when considering applications for development.
In order to do this, it is important to understand what gives the area its distinct and unique character.  This is derived from a number of factors including historic development, landscape and topography, the style, type and form of the buildings, spaces between buildings, materials, textures, colours and so on.
A character appraisal is intended to identify these special qualities and to highlight features of particular significance.  By establishing what makes a conservation area special, the reasons for designation should be clearer to those who live, work or propose to carry out development within it.  The appraisal is intended as an overview, providing the framework within which individual planning applications can be assessed
Management of change within the conservation area must be reconciled with contemporary socio-economic and environmental challenges, including climate change.  In order to do this a better understanding, for all concerned, about what makes the area special is essential to ensure that all aspects of potential change, from major re-development to small scale alterations, including their cumulative impacts, preserve or enhance the special historic and architectural interest of the conservation area.
The work to complete a character assessment for the city wide conservation area is being developed by B&NES Council with input from heritage experts and the Bath Preservation Trust. There will be further opportunity for the public and local people who are familiar with the heritage of their neighbourhood to review the work and have an input through public participation and consultation.


The format of the character appraisal

The conservation area has been divided into 16 character areas set out below, each with its own distinctive character; these character areas frame a spatial approach to the project
	
	Character area


	1
	Weston, Weston Park, Sion Hill and Upper Lansdown

	2
	Fairfield Park and Larkhall

	3
	Newbridge, Combe Park and Lower Weston

	4
	Lower Lansdown and Camden

	5
	Grosvenor and Lambridge

	6
	Brassmill Lane, Locksbrook and Western Riverside

	7
	City Centre

	8
	Bathwick

	9
	Widcombe and the Kennet and Avon Canal

	10
	Twerton

	11
	Bear Flat and Oldfield Park

	12
	Pulteney Road

	13
	North Road, Cleveland Walk and Bathampton Slopes

	14
	Beechen Cliff and Alexandra Park

	15
	Entry Hill, Perrymead and Prior Park

	16
	Combe Down



The full conservation area character appraisal is proposed to be divided into four parts: 
· Overview - setting out the background and context of the conservation area character appraisal.  

· Part 1: considering the character of the city as a whole. 

· Part 2: containing appraisals and strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, threats (SWOT) analyses for each of the 16 character areas.  

· Part 3: a summary pulling together all of the SWOT analyses from part 2 and identifying management opportunities.  

Progress so far

We have started work on Part 2, the appraisals for the 16 character areas, and so far have undertaken drafts for the following areas.  Please use the links to read these initial drafts.  A couple of them need a little more work as we have adjusted the boundaries initially used.
· 6.  Brassmill Lane, Locksbrook and Western Riverside
· 7.  City Centre
· 8.  Bathwick (needs a little more work)
· 10.  Twerton
· 12.  Pulteney Road
· 13.  North Road, Cleveland Walk and Bathampton Slopes (needs a little more work)
We are working on the following areas:
· 4.  Lower Lansdown and Camden
· 9.  Widcombe and the Kennet and Avon Canal

What next

· We need to complete the draft appraisals for the remaining character areas:
	
	Character area


	1
	Weston, Weston Park, Sion Hill and Upper Lansdown

	2
	Fairfield Park and Larkhall

	3
	Newbridge, Combe Park and Lower Weston

	5
	Grosvenor and Lambridge

	14
	Beechen Cliff and Alexandra Park

	15
	Entry Hill, Perrymead and Prior Park

	16
	Combe Down



· We will then draft the other parts of the character appraisal to pull it all together.

· Stakeholder and public participation is critical to the development of these draft documents and the overall character appraisal for Bath Conservation Area. We will therefore plan a campaign to seek views.





 (
Get involved?
We would value input in drafting the character appraisals for the remaining character areas.  If you 
have a heritage interest and knowledge and 
are interested in helping with this then please get in touch with:
Joanna Robinson, 
Bath Preservation Trust 
jrobinson@bptrust.org.uk
; or
Paula Freeland, 
Bath and North East Somerset Council 
paula_freeland@bathnes.gov.uk
As part of this year’s Civic Day celebrations on 17 June 
we would like to invite anyone interested to come to a guided walk around one of the character areas 
Lower Lansdown and Camden 
where we will identify and talk about the matters tha
t the character appraisal will
 address.
)
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