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The Rec – Trust responsive position statement 2009

The Trust’s previously stated positions were (following the 2006 AGM, to members)

‘The Trust supports Rugby staying at the Rec, but any development should not threaten the

historic environment’; and (in the public consultation), no preference on the various

options, in order not to tie our hands in the context of a firm proposal.

We now wish to be in a position to contribute a more detailed statement if and when

required, while continuing to retain freedom of action in relation to any particular

proposal, as follows:

The Bath Preservation Trust:

· Wishes the Rec to continue as a mixed use Recreation Ground, accessed for

the enjoyment of a variety of sports and leisure activities, potentially amateur

and professional;

· Recognises that the Recreation Ground is a highly sensitive site and that the

current quality of buildings, including both Bath Rugby and the Leisure

Centre, are not of a standard suitable for the setting;

· Therefore wishes to see an end to the current impasse, in order to allow plans

for improvement and development of the Recreation Ground for public

benefit to proceed;

· Would prefer, in the interests of the public for the longer term, the whole site

to be looked at including the Leisure Centre and the Pavilion, given the poor

states and limited life‑spans of each of these buildings;
· Notes that there is no actual development proposal on the table;

· Wishes any future development proposal to consider the following design
issues:

· Views in/out/around/across the Rec;

· Respect of the river edge as a public place;

· Materials appropriate to the Bath palette;

· Aspirations to the highest design quality and specification;

· Care taken over scale and massing, in particular in relation to heights,

in order to ensure subservience to the surrounding buildings.

· All these points apply to any owner, developer or leaseholder of land on the Rec, including amateur sports users, the Council or any professional sports club.


In relation to Bath Rugby, the Trust’s preference is for it to remain in the economic

centre of the City;

In relation to Firs Field, the Trust’s position is that it should be protected as public

amenity space.
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